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and  the 

Historic  Elsah  Foundation 


There  always  was  a  special  relationship  between  Charles 
Hosmer  (Chuck  to  many  of  us)  and  H.E.F.,  which  is  not 
surprising,  for  this  Foundation  never  would  have  come  into 
being  without  him.  Dr.  Charles  Bridgham  Hosmer,  Jr., 
served  as  president  of  the  organization  from  its 
incorporation  in  1971  until  his  passing  on  August  28th, 
1993,  and  as  editor  of  the  Elsah  History  Newsletter  from 
1978  to  1993.  He  was  the  knowledgeable  force  behind  the 
formation  of  this  Foundation.  His  enthusiasm  and  energy 
gave  us  the  courage  even  to  consider  the  public  move  to 
incorporate. 

Born  in  Naples,  Italy,  where  his  father  served  in  the  United 
States  Diplomatic  Service,  Charles  spent  his  youth  in 
Washington,  D.C.  He  received  his  bachelor's  degree  at 
Principia  College  in  Elsah  in  1953,  and  his  doctorate  in 


1961  from  Columbia  University  in  New  York  City. 
Between  1953  and  1955  he  served  in  the  U.S.  Army,  one 
year  of  which  was  spent  in  Germany.  In  1960  Charles 
returned  to  Principia  College  to  teach  history,  including 
architectural  history,  until  his  retirement  in  1993  as  the  Jay 
P.  Walker  Professor  of  History. 

His  nationwide  reputation  as  the  historian  of  the  American 
preservation  movement  rested  on  the  publication  of  his  two 
scholarly  volumes:  Presence  of  the  Past:  A  History  of  the 
Preservation  Movemetit  in  the  United  States  before 
Williamsburg  (1965)  and  Preservation  Comes  of  Age:  From 
Williamsburg  to  the  National  T,ust,  1926-1949  (1981).  The 
highlight  of  this  national  recognition,  for  both  Charles  and 
his  wife  Jeralyn,  was  probably  the  invitation  he  received  in 
1976  to  speak  at  the  50th  anniversary  of  the  decision  to 
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amidst  his  books,  October,  1991 
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restore  Williamsburg.  He  spoke  in  the  old  Capitol  Building 
at  Williamsburg,  with  members  of  the  Rockefeller  and 
Goodwin  families  present,  as  well  as  David  Brinkley  and 
Ralph  Ellison.  The  two  Hosmers  were  royally  treated. 

Charles  was  widely  respected  and  loved  as  a  teacher  and 
lecturer.  In  fact,  his  warm  enthusiasm  and  vast  knowledge 
and,  yes,  incredible  memory  of  facts  and  dates,  accompanied 
by  his  humorous  side  tales  allowed  him  to  be  one  of  the  few 
people  who  could  give  an  interesting  lecture  right  then  and 
there  on  almost  any  subject  in  the  realm  of  history.  The 
visual  interpretation  and  explanation  were  never  forgotten; 
he  was  an  artist  with  his  camera.  Lectures  were  usually 
accompanied  by  slide  shows. 

He  was  a  member  of  many  state  and  federal  preservation 
organizations,  including  one  in  Britain.  His  life 
memberships  included: 

•  the  Society  for  the  Preservation  of  New  England 
Antiquities, 

•  the  Society  of  Architectural  Historians, 

•  the  National  Trust  for  Historic  Preservation, 

•  the  Association  for  the  Preservation  of  Virginia 
Antiquities, 

•  and  Historic  Elsah  Foundation. 

He  was  also  a  member  of  the  American  Association  ot  State 
and  Local  History  and  the  Royal  Society  of  Arts  in  Britain. 
Charles  served  on  the  board  of  the  Longyear  Foundation, 
and  the  Elsah  Zoning  Board,  as  well  as  being  active  in  his 
church. 

The  Village  of  Elsah  certainly  was  fortunate  that  someone 
of  Charles'  stature  had  the  interest  and  found  the  time  to 
create  in  the  microcosm  called  Elsah  an  equivalent  of  the 
formidable  institutions  that  preserved  such  architectural 
gems  as  Charleston,  S.C.  For  Charles  not  only  researched, 
wrote,  taught  and  widely  lectured  about  the  American 
preservation  movement,  but  living  in  Elsah  he  was  actually 
able  to  support  it  and,  most  importantly,  organize  a  local 
preservation  group,  the  Historic  Elsah  Foundation.  It  is 
seldom  that  one's  major  research  interests  can  be  formulated 
and  guided  into  a  tangible  reality  as  was  the  case  with 
Charles  and  the  Foundation. 

It  was  after  the  stretch  of  the  Great  River  Road  from  Alton 
to  Grafton  was  opened  in  1965,  and  Elsah  received  a  great 
influx  of  visitors,  that  Charles  co-authored  with  Paul  O. 
Williams  Elsah:  A  Historic  Guidebook  (1967).  The  local 
Garden  Club  then  decided  to  change  its  name  into 
something  "historic,"  and  shortly  thereafter  Charles 
suggested  that  some  really  interested  people  incorporate 
themselves  into  a  foundation,  a  not-for-profit  organization 
"with  the  intention  of  saving  the  character  and  charm  of  one 
of  the  last  unspoiled  river  towns  on  the  Mississippi  River." 
Thus  the  Historic  Elsah  Foundation  was  born. 


His  idealism  supported  the  Foundation,  and  his  enthusiasm 
carried  it  along  and  brought  the  villagers  and  the  village 
with  it.  He  made  us  aware  of  the  need  to  preserve  what 
Elsah  represented,  that,  as  he  said,  "it  should  survive  as  a 
link  to  the  past  and  a  source  of  beauty  to  the  present."  He 
was  instrumental  in  having  the  entire  village  of  Elsah  named 
on  the  National  Register  of  Historic  Places  in  1973.  Twenty 
years  later  he  made  a  survey  of  the  Principia  College  campus 
in  Elsah  for  the  Department  of  Interior,  which  designated 
the  campus  as  a  National  Landmark  because  of  its  Bernard 
Maybeck  architecture  and  design. 

In  1976,  based  on  Charles'  knowledge  of  the  activities  of 
different  preservation  groups,  the  Foundation  purchased  the 
Mott  Commercial  Building  and  leased  it  to  the  Elsah 
Landing  Restaurant.  Ten  years  later,  in  1986,  Charles  had  a 
chance  meeting  with  Richard  Roddewig,  a  prominent 
Chicago  attorney  who  specialized  in  historic  zoning  laws. 
The  Board  of  H.E.F.  voted  to  sponsor  a  study  by  Roddewig 
of  our  local  zoning  ordinances,  with  the  idea  of  presenting 
proposed  revisions  to  these  laws  to  the  Village  Board,  as  a 
gift  to  the  town. 


Elsah.  Illinars 


After  the  stressful  summer  flood  of  '93,  Charles  was 
available  up  to  the  very  last  to  advise  on  questions  of 
preservation  and  restoration  in  Elsah.  As  a  benefit  from  his 
earlier  work  in  establishing  Elsah  as  a  historic  community, 
the  village  was  eligible  to  receive  government  restoration 
grants.  Fourteen  flood-grants  were  distributed  here,  one  of 
which  went  to  the  Historic  Elsah  Foundation  for  the 
straightening  and  restoration  of  Farley's  Music  Hall. 
Charles  had  strongly  recommended  preserving  Farley's 
because  of  its  contribution  to  the  Elsah  streetscape  and  to 
village  community  life. 

Since  1973  Charles  lived  with  his  family  in  one  of  the 
historic  brick  houses  in  his  beloved  Elsah,  surrounded  by 
books  on  art  and  architecture  and  the  classical  music  which 
delighted  one  at  the  moment  of  entering  the  house.  A 
lighter  side  of  his  scholarship  would  emerge  during  an 
enchanting  evening  that  might  include  a  Charlie  Chaplin 
film  or  a  Helen  Hokinson  cartoon  book,  along  with  a 
delicious  pie  made  by  his  wife  Jeri,  and  interrupted  now  and 
then  by  their  two  children  Kathryn  and  Jonathan.  Happy 
memories  of  a  good  Elsah  life. 


Slsah 
Garden 

Club 

i{pots 

by  Barbara  Swett 


My  love  for  Elsah  had  its  origin  on  a  softly 
shadowed  Halloween  eve,  when  I  drove  down 
from  Chicago  to  visit  my  daughter  at  Principia 
College.  The  late  afternoon  was  unseasonably  warm, 
enabling  little  goblins  and  witches  to  skip  and  tumble  up 
and  down  Mill  Street  without  the  bother  of  coats  and  boots. 
There  was  laughter  and  whispering  as  each  little  Halloween 
masquerader  clutched  a  huge  paper  bag,  soon  to  be  filled 
with  all  sorts  of  treats  and  homemade  goodies. 

It  was  sheer  joy  to  watch,  and  for  some  reason  I  felt  very 
much  a  part  of  these  simple  activities.  The  children's 
pleasure  seemed  to  include  everyone,  and  I  was  grateful  to 
be  included,  if  only  for  a  brief  moment  before  driving  up  to 
the  college  and  the  world  of  academics. 

Three  years  later,  in  the  winter  of  1961,  I  married  a  member 
of  the  college  faculty  and  lived  on  the  hill  near  the  campus. 
For  the  next  sixteen  years,  Elsah  was  an  interesting  and  vital 
part  of  my  life. 

One  of  the  first  things  I  learned  about  my  new  community 
was  that  the  college  personnel  and  the  villagers  had  very 
little  contact  with  each  other.  They  did  not  have  a  common 
interest,  and  though  friendly,  there  was  no  bond  holding 
them  together.  This  seemed  a  shame,  as  both  groups  had  so 
much  to  give  and  to  share.  Remembering  my  first 
impression  of  the  village,  I  felt  challenged  to  find  a  way  to 
blend  the  interests  and  potential  of  both  groups. 

Rather  hesitantly,  I  turned  to  the  few  casual  women  friends 
I  had  made  in  the  village  and  asked  them  for  suggestions. 
They  were  quite  open  to  the  idea  of  having  more 


opportunities  lor  contact  with  the  college,  but 
there  were  no  suggestions  forthcoming  as  to 
how  this  might  be  accomplished.  It  seemed  an 
impossible  task,  as  the  two  groups  had  gone 
their  separate  ways  for  so  long  a  time. 

However,  gradually  a  plan  began  to  take  shape. 
Why  not  form  a  garden  club?  It  was  a  natural. 
Gardeners  have  a  built-in  bond  of  love  —  love 
for  the  soil,  love  for  the  environment,  and  of 
course  a  love  for  all  those  who  share  their 
common  interest. 

Almost  every  village  home  had  flowers  in  abundance,  and 
the  outskirts  of  Elsah  bloomed  with  wild  flowers  spring, 
summer  and  fall.  The  college  campus,  on  the  other  hand, 
abounded  with  flowering  trees  and  bushes,  and  Lilac  Lane 
was  a  favorite  spot  of  both  students  and  faculty.  The  idea  of 
a  club  for  gardeners  was  welcomed  with  enthusiasm. 


All  agreed  that  the  membership  was  to  be  open  to  everyone. 
A  green  thumb  was  not  required.  The  village  women 
responded  immediately,  and  several  of  the  college  personnel 
proved  to  be  a  great  support.  In  a  surprisingly  short  time  we 
were  a  firmly  established  organization. 

See  Garden  Club,  continued  on  page  4 
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Garden  Club   Continued  from  page  3 

Our  first  meeting  was  held  on  a  fine  spring  day  in  the  fi-ont 
yard  of  the  Village  Hall.  We  had  no  club  room,  so  this 
seemed  a  logical  place  to  gather  —  and  a  logical  place  to 
start  our  gardening.  The  hall  had  charm  and  interest,  but 
also  had  the  faded  look  of  neglect.  It  needed  attention,  and 
it  became  the  focus  of  our  thoughts  and  efforts. 

The  members  gave  generously  of  their  time  and  energy. 
They  shared  seeds  and  plants  from  their  own  gardens,  and  it 
was  not  long  before  there  were  flowers  blooming  in  every 
spot  available  for  growing.  We  were  enchanted  by  our 
efforts. 

With  all  the  beautification  and  interest  in  the  old  hall,  it 
became  apparent  that  we  needed  to  attend  to  some  much- 
needed  repairs.  In  the  fall,  we  replaced  the  hardware  on  the 
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doors  with  handsome  and  serviceable  doorknobs,  latches 
and  locks.  The  old  hardware  was  of  very  poor  quality,  and  it 
was  of  questionable  historical  value. 

We  had  no  club  dues,  and  the  funds  needed  for  our  various 
activities  came  from  personal  contributions.  It  soon  became 
obvious  that  if  we  were  to  carry  out  plans  for  the  future,  we 


needed  money.  The  age-old  question  had  to  be  faced  as  to 
how  we  might  finance  our  ideas  and  anticipated  needs.  The 
most  logical  way  for  a  garden  club  to  raise  money  is  to  use 
its  gardens  for  profit.  Eventually,  a  plan  evolved,  not  only  to 
show  our  gardens  to  the  public,  but  also  to  open  a  few  of 
the  village  homes  that  would  be  of  interest  to  those  seeking 
the  unusual. 

By  the  following  summer,  a  year  after  our  first  meeting,  we 
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Meetings  will  be  hold  pogolarlj  on  the  3rd  Tuesday  of  the  jionth,  unless 
otherui£o  noted.  In  the  Village  Hall  at  81OO  P.M. 

OCTOBER!     Business  Meetings  dlsouBsicn  of  maintenance  of  plantings 
by  River  Boade  preservation  of  village  trees,   scrtsening 
for  Village  Hall;   report  en  house  tour 
Shew  and  Tell]  share  one  of  your  treasures  with  as. 
DenDnstratlon  of  Deaoupage  l^  Robert  Cornell 
^  (decoupage — "the  art  of  decorating  surfaoes  with  applied 

paper  cutouts, "  Webster) 

Prinolpla  College 


^  NOVOraSRyEvenlng  Tour  of  Scdicol  of  Nations  Husi 
Liapus 

ChristnEs  Party — Sunday,  Daa.  SChi  carolling  thicugh  village, 
tree-deooratlng,  dinner,  prizes  for  house  decoraticns 

JAiraARYi     Demonstration  on  Making  Dried  Flower  Arrangements,  by  Faye 
Hosraer  of  Alesandrla,  Va,— Thursday;  .Jan,  9th 


Day  Trips  from  Elsah — a  slide  show  by  Paul  Williams 

ibi  AotUfll  Day  Trip  from  Elsah  (on  a  Saturday) 

OR 

Slide  Show  by  Charles  Hosmer  on  Old  Gardens  of  Elsah 

Spring  Festival  (on  a  Saturday) — dem:,nstration  of  era 
sflliS  of  baked  goods,  plants  &  handcrafts;  dinner 


Hiroughout  the  yaar,  on  some  Saturday  mornings,  there  will  be  demonstra- 
tions of  various  crafts,  such  as  spinning,  tatting,  knitting,  rjg  hooking, 
ooloring  glass  bottles,  etc.  Aiyono  Interested  in  learning  the  different 
crafts  may  come.  Time  and  plaoe  will  be  annoimced  at  a  later  date.  The 
Spring  Festival  will  feature  the  sale  of  crafts  made  during  the  year.  If 
you  have  a  spedal  talent  along  this  line  please  Inform  the  Program  Chair- 
man, Jeri  Hosmer,  phone  466-2131,  ext.   276,  at  a  time  oonvenient  to  you. 


Offloors  of  Historic  Klsah,  I968-91 
President:  Charles  Hosmer 
Vice-President!   Inge  Mack 
Recording  Secretary!  Bra  Murphy 
Corresponding  Secretary!  Betty  Cresswell 
Troasureri  Robert  Connell 


organized  and  presented  the  Elsah  House  and  Garden  Walk. 
To  our  great  delight,  all  our  tickets  were  sold,  and  we  found 
that  the  public  loved  Elsah  and  was  as  interested  in  our 
efforts  to  restore  and  beautify  the  community  as  we  were. 
And,  last  but  certainly  not  least,  we  were  a  financial  success. 
We  were  in  a  position  to  think  realistically  about  the  future. 

The  club  had  generated  so  much  interest  that  the 
membership  doubled  in  size  and  included  many  women 
from  the  college.  We  had  enthusiastic  participants  who 
joined  with  good  ideas  and  a  willingness  to  carry  them  out. 
We  were  a  very  active  group  of  women.  With  the  money  we 
raised,  we  were  able  to  paint  the  Village  Hall  and  make 
necessary  repairs  to  the  belfry  —  Elsah  was  beginning  to 
have  a  new  look.  We  continued  our  House  and  Garden 
Walks  and  opened  the  hall  for  punch  and  cookies  for  each 
occasion.  The  public  loved  it,  and  we  did  too. 


Each  year  the  gardens  and  homes  were  opened  and 
appreciated,  but  the  garden  walk  that  created  the  most 
interest  was  the  one  when  we  presented  a  "summer 
wedding." 

The  individual  homes  opened  to  the  public  had  decorations 
and  flower  arrangements  that  suggested  wedding  parties, 
and  the  beloved  Methodist  Church  was  ready  for  the 
wedding  ceremony  itself.  The  sanctuary  was  filled  with 
Queen  Anne's  lace  and  lovely  white  bouquets.  Two  of  the 
members'  children  stood  in  front  of  the  pulpit  to  complete 
the  picture.  And  the  youthful  groom  agreed  to  a  make-do 
tuxedo.  Everyone  agreed  they  were  picture  perfect.  Not  to 
be  outdone,  the  Village  Hall  was  decorated  for  the  wedding 
reception  and  acquired  an  air  of  importance  never  before 
attained.  But  what  was  most  important  was  that  both  the 
villagers  and  the  college  personnel  had  a  warm  feeling  of 
success  and  togetherness.  The  Garden  Club  had 
accomplished  what  we  set  out  to  do. 


HISTORIC 


February  12,    1971 


Dear  Neighbor, 

As  you   know,    some   real   changes  have   come   to   Elsah 
in  the  last  year.      ..'ith  the  end  of  the   PTa,    the  closing 
of  the  Elsah  School,   and  of  our  only  store,    it   seems  as 
though  the  life  of  the  Village  has  fewer  gathering  points. 
But  one  remaining  is  Historic  Slsah.      '-'e  are  planning 
activities  to  revivify  the  sense  of  this  charming  and 
historic  Village,   as  well  as  some  events  for  all  to  enjoy — 
such  as  a  house  tour,   a  day  trip,   and  perhaps  another 
fabulous  potluck  supper. 

But  we  need  money  in  order  to  get   started,     k 
dollar  donation  will  provide  a  fiscal  base  for  the  calendar 
year  1971.     "ill  you  help? 

';e  hope  so.     And  if  so,    send  your  donation  to 
Iirs.   Jo  Copeland,    Treasurer,   Historic  Elsah,    P.   C.   Box  3 
Slsah. 


Sincerely, 

fS^  Cjiit:^ — ^ 

Paul  'Jilliaiiis 
President 
Historic  Elsah 


Eventually,  the  club  was  dissolved  in  order  that  a  group 
called  Historic  Elsah  might  take  over.  This  was  a  progressive 
step,  for  Elsah  gradually  emerged  as  an  important 
contribution  to  the  history  and  culture  of  southern  Illinois. 
We  are  proud  of  the  village  and  happy  for  the  steps  leading 
to  its  present  recognition. 

Barbara  Swett,  who  presently  resides  in  Winnetka,  Illinois, 
served  in  the  early  60's  as  the  Elsah  Garden  Club  president. 


Historic  Elsah  Foundation 
Chronology 

1963     The  Garcien  Club  was  formed.  There  were 
monthly  meetings  in  the  Village  Hall  or  in 
private  homes,  featuring  a  speaker.  Yearly 
summer  House  Tours  were  held,  and  the 
proceeds  were  used  for  preservation  and 
beautification  projects  in  the  village, 
planned  by  the  organization. 


1965 


1966 


1967 


1970 
1971 


1973 
1976 

1986 
1993 


The  Great  River  Road  opened,  linking 
Elsah  to  the  rest  of  the  world,  bringing 
changes  to  the  village  at  an  ever  increasing 
rate.  The  preservation  of  the  special 
character  of  the  village  became  acute. 

The  Garden  Club  changed  its  name  to 
Historic  Elsah  or  Elsah  Garden  Club. 

Elsah:  A  Historic  Guidebook  was  produced 
by  two  Elsah  Garden  Club  members, 
Charles  B.  Hosmer,  Jr.,  and  Paul  O. 
Williams,  and  was  given  initial  financial 
support  by  other  members. 

The  Elsah  school  closed. 

The  Historic  Elsah  Foundation  was 
incorporated,  at  the  suggestion  of  Charles 
Hosmer,  as  a  not-for-profit,  non- 
governmental organization.   Its  purpose: 
the  preservation  of  the  historic  integrity  of 
the  village  and  the  support  of  educational 
programs.  The  Principia  Corporation 
donated  the  services  of  their  attorneys  for 
the  incorporation.  The  Foundation  began 
publishing  newsletters  several  times  a  year, 
and  held  House  Tours  on  Mother's  Day  for 
many  years. 

Elsah  was  named  to  the  National  Register 
of  Historic  Places. 

The  Foundation  purchased  the  Mott 
Commercial  Building  occupied  by  the 
Elsah  Landing  Restaurant. 

The  Foundation  sponsored  a  study  of  local 
zoning  ordinances,  and  signed  a  contract 
with  Richard  Roddewig,  a  prominent 
Chicago  attorney  who  specialized  in 
historic  zoning  laws. 

After  the  Great  Flood  of  1993  the 
Foundation  received  an  anonymous  gift:  to 
purchase  Farley's  Music  Hall,  in  order  to 
facilitate  public  funding  for  its  restoration 
and  preservation. 


Creating  Elsah:  A  Historic  Guidebook 

by  Paul  O.  Williams 


In  1966  a  groundswell  of  public  opinion  in  Elsah  called  for 
either  a  tour  of  historic  houses  or  at  least  an  explanatory 
brochure  about  the  historic  village.  Why  Charles  Hosmer 
and  I  decided  to  respond  to  this  I  don't  recall,  but  we  did. 

At  an  early  meeting  at  Frances  Grayson's  house  in  the  village 
we  were  to  think  out  what  kind  of  brochure  we  would 
create.  In  preparation,  I  gathered  twelve  sheets  of  typing 
paper  and  asked  my  wife,  who  was  sewing,  to  run  a  line  of 
stitching  across  the  center  of  the  pages,  making,  as  I  idly 
thought,  twenty-four  pages,.  Of  course  it  made  forty-eight, 
which  was  more  than  either  Charles  or  I  had  intended.  But 
this  accident  caused  us  to  change  our  thinking  about  the 
project,  and  when  we  went  ahead  to  fill  the  forty-eight 
pages,  we  decided  to  include  in  it  information  about  the 
historic  structures  in  the  lower  village. 

In  the  process,  we  discovered  that  forty-eight  pages  wasn't 
enough,  so  we  expanded  our  thinking  again.  We  also 
discovered,  of  course,  that  we  really  didn't  have  the 
information  to  complete  this  work  without  a  great  deal 
more  study  and  investigation. 

Our  sources  were  many.  Early  on  we  undertook  an 
examination  of  the  Jerseyville  Democrat  from  the  beginnings 
of  Elsah,  in  1854,  to  1900.  We  obtained  this  material  from 
the  Illinois  State  Historical  Library  on  microfilm. 
Eventually,  Charles  largely  took  on  that  work.  He  was  much 
more  disciplined  at  it  than  I.  I  tended  to  get  distracted  by 
extraneous  articles  that  filled  the  newspaper  and  so  I  worked 
slowly.  I  took  up  the  photography  and  layout. 

We  spent  great  amounts  of  time  in  the  Jersey  County 
Courthouse  going  over  the  grantor-grantee  indexes,  trying 
to  ascertain  when  houses  were  built.  These  records  proved 
helpful  but  also  deceptive,  because  they  were  cryptic  and 
often  recorded  much  after  a  transaction  had  taken  place.  But 
with  cross-referencing  to  the  newspapers,  we  pinned  down  a 
number  of  dates  by  this  method. 


We  also  ran  across  a  marvelous  wall  map  of  Elsah  in  the 
basement  of  the  Jerseyville  Public  Library.  It  showed  the 
houses  in  existence  in  the  village  in  1861  and  cleared  up 
some  mysteries.  Individuals  in  the  village  also  lent  us  the 
deeds  to  their  houses  for  study,  thus  confirming  more 
building  dates. 

We  were  helped  greatly  by  many  people,  and  when  it  came 
time  to  print  the  guidebook,  citizens  lent  us  the  money  to 
do  that,  or  gave  advance  subscriptions. 

Warren  Sprague,  who  used  to  have  a  small  summer  cottage 
on  the  bluffs  upriver  from  Elsah,  and  who  was  a  partner  in 
the  Clark-Sprague  Printing  Company  in  St.  Louis,  became 
interested  in  our  project  and  took  on  the  printing  aspect  of 
it.  He  made  many  valuable  suggestions  to  us  and  guided  us 
through  the  layout  and  printing. 

When  the  first  edition  of  the  guidebook  was  finally 
published,  in  1967,  its  2,100  copies  sold  out  in  a  matter  of 
months,  and  we  had  to  prepare  another  edition  -  with  a  few 
changes  because  houses  had  already  changed  ownership.  We 
had,  in  the  first  edition,  also  neglected  to  mention  that 
Elsah  was  in  Illinois,  and  that  the  Rhodes  family  owned 
Riverview  House. 

In  the  years  following,  editions  ol  the  guidebook  were 
published,  and  it  was  a  distinct  pleasure  to  see  visitors  using 
it  as  they  walked  through  the  village.  The  guidebook  was 
also  given  a  certificate  of  commendation  by  the  National 
Association  for  State  and  Local  History,  and  the  book 
became  associated  with  what  soon  became  Historic  Elsah 
Foundation.  None  of  this  had  been  intended  when  we 
began.  It  was  a  project  that  turned  out  well,  I  felt,  and  it 
helped  to  build  Elsah's  reputation  as  a  historic  place. 

Paul  O.  Williams,  who  presently  lives  and  teaches  in  Belmont, 
California,  served  as  president  during  the  change-over  years  and 
as  editor  of  the  Historic  Elsah  Foundation  Newsletter  arid 
Foundation  Boardmember  until  his  resignation  in  1978. 


Elsah  History  is  published  by  HISTORIC  Elsah  FOUNDATION,  Ingeborg  H.  Mack,  Editor.  Subscription  is  with  membership. 
Regular  membership  is  $7.50;  Sustaining  membership  is  $15.00;  Supporting  membership  is  $25.00;  Patrons  membership  is 
$50.00;  Life  membership  is  $500.00.  Please  send  to: 

RO.  Box  117 
Elsah,  Illinois  62028 


Cyrus  A.  Bunting 


Historic  Elsah  Foundation  and  the  village  of  Elsah  both  lost 
a  warm  friend,  an  active  citizen  and  an  able  supporter  when 
Cyrus  A.  Bunting  passed  on  in  December  of  1992. 

Cy  served  on  the  H.E.F.  Board  from  the  time  of  its 
incorporation  in  1971  until  1978  when  he  also  retired  from 
Principia.  He  was  the  Principia  representative  to 
the  Board,  with  strong  ties  to  the  village  which 
dated  back  to  the  early  1940s  when  Cy  and  his 
wife  Ellen  lived  in  Elsah. 

Elsah  as  a  community  benefitted  greatly  from  Cy's 
concern  with  and  involvement  in  its  well-being 
and  safety.  For  25  years  he  served  as  deputy 
sheriff  in  Elsah.  And  it  was  at  his  suggestion,  and 
through  his  tireless  efforts  of  coordinating  local 
and  state  interests,  that  the  old  and  dangerous  exit 
from  the  village  to  the  River  Road  was  changed  to 
its  present  location.  While  working  on  this 
project  Cy  always  kept  the  historic  aspects  of 
Elsah  in  mind  and  continually  informed  the 
Foundation  Board  members  of  any  and  all 
developments. 

Cy  was  a  very  knowledgeable  and  practical  man, 
with  an  almost  old-world  courtesy,  which  showed 
his  Canadian  background.  He  had  a  great  sense 
of  humor  and  was  a  wonderful  storyteller.  What 
we  probably  remember  most  was  his  love  and 
respect  for  people,   his   neighborliness  and 


thoughtfulness.  Who  but  Cy  would  bring  a  box  of 
doughnuts  to  the  election  judges  to  brighten  their  sixteen- 
hour  workday!  He  was  attentive  to  those  in  need,  and 
always  ready  to  help  in  whatever  situation.  He  became  an 
important  link  in  the  chain  of  Elsah  history. 


Ellen  and  Cy  Bunting 


Cy  Bunting  Remembered 


by  Dawn  L.  Larmer 


When  Principia  College  administrators,  faculty,  staff  and 
Trustees  remember  Cyrus  A.  Bunting,  they  think  of  the 
qualities  he  expressed  and  the  enormous  amount  of  good  he 
accomplished  for  the  community.  His  life  and  his  work  were 
totally  intertwined  with  Principia  and  Elsah. 

From  1945  until  his  retirement  in  1978,  Cy  was  the 
mastermind,  the  operator,  the  builder  of  the  physical  plant 
at  the  college.  He  knew  where  every  cable,  every  pipeline, 
every  fusebox  was  located  and  he  knew  the  individual 
idiosyncrasies  of  every  motor  and  every  generator.  Was  there 
a  soft  spot  in  a  road,  a  threat  to  the  grass  on  an  athletic  field, 
a  potential  leak  in  a  roof?  Cy  knew  all  about  potential 
trouble  in  the  making.  Sometimes  I've  thought  of  the 
persons  I  would  like  to  have  standing  alongside  of  me  when 
an  extreme  emergency  hits.  Cy  Bunting's  name  was  always 
top  of  the  list. 


Under  his  supervision,  many  buildings  were  constructed  on 
campus,  including  Howard  Center,  Gehner  House, 
Ferguson  House,  and  the  Principia  Guest  House.  After  his 
retirement,  Cy  continued  to  help  Principia  administrators 
whenever  there  was  a  question  about  land  boundaries, 
electrical  substations,  water  lines.  Even  more,  he  helped  this 
particular  administrator  to  perceive  and  acknowledge  the 
underlying  plan  and  direction  of  the  college's  physical  plant. 
He  was  a  dear  and  valued  associate. 

Elsah  residents  knew  and  loved  Cy  and  his  wife  Ellen;  their 
deep  interest  in  every  person  in  the  community  was  evident 
and  appreciated.  No  one  loved  Elsah  more  than  Cy,  and  few 
people  knew  Elsah  better  than  he  did.  We  miss  him. 

Datvn  Leonard  Larmer,  the  Chairman  of  the  Board  of  the 
Principia  Corporation,  lived  in  Elsah  as  a  youth  and  attended 
the  Elsah  School. 
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